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The following report deseribes two Comrmnist Party schools for offi-
cials and the Vienna Party school; information on the Ieo Cabler school
and the CF school at the Jesult monastery in Kalksburg 1s based upon
notes made at the schools by sources. Source of paregraph 6 to 8 seems
to have attended a course for older and experienced Corrmnists most of
vhon had been CP officials for sore time. Sonrce of raragraphs 1 to 5,
howevar, attended a school desisned for young active CP officials who
had been nominated by their Party ormanizations to attend the course.
This source, 11086 roport is nore detailed, surmarized the course which
he a%tended as "teaching young Party officlals how to armue intelli-
zently on the merits of Comrmunian". Both of the firat tw coursesdes—
eribed belov wore given to students vho were assumed to have a Marxiast
tackground and may be considered as orientation and refresher courses.
While hostile arguments from the student body were discovraged, the .
students were invited to ask questions; two questions whkich aeemed o
enbarrags several of the lecturers where (1) "uhy arc the Soviet direc-
tors of many USIA enterprises lanti-Socialist! and not reprosentative of
a truly Cormunist state?" and (2) "why do the Soviets consistently ignore
“he Austrian Communist Party and rofuse to cooperats with it as a poli-
tlcal force?". The speakers attenpted to answer the second question by
pralsing Soviet abstention from Austrian polities.

CP School leo Gabler. Vianns

1. Source attended CP school, Leo Gabler, in Vienns XVIII, Martinstrasse 9, 2nd
floor, The course began on 9 August 1948 and lasted for two woeks; it was
attended by twenty-three CP officials, two of vhom were women. The “ingtruc-
tore were all Commnists, probably all Austrians; many wera officials of the
Austrian Commnist Party Central Committes. The course was under the general
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- direction of Karl Strohmeler, assisted by Dichters the latter is a member of
CP Distriet Headquarters for Vienna IY and of the Vienna CP City Headquarters.

2.  Instructors and Lecture Topice
Tudwie Soswinski - Augtrian Econony

Rogsak The Anschluss
The Marshall Plan
The CP Plan

The Trade Union Movement

Hirsch International Affairs
The 'lorld Today
Frices, Wages,. Profits

Hermann Mitterascker Hational Affairs
Rusizka Demoecracy and Peoples Democracies
The Comrmnist Party
Friedrich Hexmann ] Worker's Unity
25X1A6a
Faehs The Austrian Cormunist Party

1ent:  Scswinsky, Strohmeler, Mitteraecker, and Hexmann, mentioned
25X1A2gakove, ars well lmown. Rusizka 1s probably identical with Alfred Ruzicks of
2— Hirsch is possibly identieal with Albert Hirsch or Lgon Hirseh of

Ye have no previous references to the other lecturers.)

3. Party officials attendine course

Berger Trade union offiecial

Holzinger | Trade union official

Kubitza : CP District llsadquarters, Vienna ITI

Suoboda Nurse in the Vilhelmina Hospital

Uhlmann

Kubesch

Pollak Padio technician employed in a
Vignna yadio factory

Yeler ‘

Doxrfner

Mitracek

Tunstig Business man, living in 'etzing;
member of CP Distriet "leadquarters
in Hietzing (Vienna XIII).

Vokroj Social consultant at the national

headquarters of the FledJ. Emmloyed
by Globns Verlag.
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Kogel : Distriet TMeadquarters, Vienna II.
mployed by the State oress.

Ruprecht
Hosnedl

Spalinka
Tonasoli

Veigel

Sehachinger Vienna III., ‘“Jorka in the Ministry
of Interior as a monitor.

Informal seminars and discussions were held after each lscture. Students
wore required to pass regular uritten and oral examinations; thege examina-
tions were graded and the final examination, which lasted four hours and
covered the entire course, was rraded, criticized, and became part -of the
Pariy member's parmanent record at the Central Committes. Source believes
that a written report on each student was forwarded to the Central Commit~
tee by Strohwmeier.

Highlishts of Ieciures

a. Party Opsanization: Workers must learn to organize in small sroups of
any size and type. Description of CP ormanization in Austrias plant
{Batrieb) organizations most important elements are the plant and sec-
tion orpanizations. Of these two, the plant organization 1s the most
important for the following reasonst

1) Hers the working classes confront capitalism.

2) The fipht for daily interests devolops cla.ss consciousnass,

3) Practieal exporience teaches the wori-mrs the value of organization.

4) In a factory, workers can he concentrated into strong striking forces.
5) The factories are the roots of the capitalist systen.

Violations of these basic principles occur in the highest Farty eircles.
It is nocessary to improve the plant organization. The treasurer has a
most important function in the rlant ormanizatlon. ‘lork in such an or-
ganization must not bs confused with trade union work. Functions of the
plant organization are to (1) eollect fundgfor itself, (2) organize the
Communists within the trade uniona, and (3) indoctrinate the Commnists .
in the faetories. In USIA factoriss, the plant orsanization rmst not in-
terfers with the management but mupst concentrate on the important task of
indoctripa‘c-ing the workers, :

be The Section: Similar to the cld Socisl Demoeratic "Sektion®, it is made
up of 3 to 12 amaller units (Sprengel). lerbers of the seetion arewually
housewives and nembsrs of free professions. In Vienna there are 240 sec-
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tions; membership in each varies from 50 to 8OO poersons. The section should
nover be allowed to got too large. A section 1s controlled by a ecadre

of officials (Tunktionfrkadsr) comprised of the section head (Otmann),

hig deputy, the ormanizational director (Organisationleiter), the trea-
gurer, the consultant for education (Volksbildungsreferent), the Mascen-

" poferent, a wmen’s representative, and a representative of the Cormunist

Youth ovement, o does not belonz to the Free Austrian Youth (FOeJ). .
The section head and his deruty are responaible for the general super-
vision of the soction; they subnit a monthly report covering all section
avents of importance, They are supposed to advise and assist their sub-~
ordinate officials. The ormanizational director is responsible for carry-
ing out within the section orders from the (d1strict) Party headquarters
frmeditately over it, and for the organization of the sectlon as a vhole,

The Treagurer: Responsible for all financial transactions of the saction.
I4s functions are to collect Party dues, keep the books, and see thal the
section does not run into financial difficulties.

The Volkshilduncgreferent: Acts as spokesman and propagandist for the
section. IHis thres main tasks are (1) schooling of the eadre of officlals
and of Party members within the section, (2) spreading Party manda
arons the broad massea by posters, displays, and meetings, (3; procuring
apeakers from distriet headquarters for talks at section level.

The Magsenreferept: His main task is to observe relations of the CP with
other politieal parties and to ponetrate nonpolitical organizations
(Tenant's Union, animal-broeding clubs, nature clubs, sport clubs) by
uasing qualified Party members andsubverting these organizations by using
them as front organizations.

The Yormen's Repregentative: Charged with imbuing wives of Party members
with the Party doctrine and assisting wives whenever necessary.

The_Young muniot Leadox:t Responsible for activitiea of young Commnista
on the scction level. This position has long beon debated; for some tire,
FOeJ hag felt itsslf responsible for the sducation of young Corrmnists.
Opposed to this are many old members of the Communist Youth lMovement who
helieve that the FOeJ has too many non-FParty members to bs entrusted with
the important task of educating young Communists in Marxlst-Leninist
theories.

Sprengal: The Sprongel was organized in order to limit the size of the sec-
%ion and to increase control over members. It is to ba limited to 30-40
nembers, all considerad reliablej the Sprengel 1s requived to be in touch
with 300800 woters. Each Sprengel must have 3 to 4 activisis in addition
to the unit's lesder. The latter controls his small group on a personal
basis and is responsible to a section hend to whom he subnmits a monthly
raport. This report includes the mumber of perscns living in the Sprengel
(uhich is a geographical as well as a political unit), their political
feelings, non-Party members who have Comrmnist Ieanings, membership in
FO0ed, Boy Scouts, Socialist Youth; steps that may be talen to further Party
interests; and how many Party members also ‘bslong to - nonpoliticsl organi-
zations. Although these reports should be submitted regularly, they are
often neglected because of lack of personnel., The Sprengel leader rmst also
organize reading circles and discussion grours vhere Communist literature,

usually 'leg und Zisl, is read and discuased,
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6. Source attendsd a course vhich started on 11 October 1948 and lasted one
woek; the school wms located at the Josuit monastery in Ralksburg near
Moedling, Lower Austria. The course, attended by elshteen students, rostly
mon in their rmiddle thirties, was oalled Course III, Source noted that all
of the atudents appeared to be Party officials, well versed in !larxist
rrinciples and well indoctrinated in CP policies. IHe believes that rost
of the lecturers were not Austrians, but most probably veteran Party men
i'rom Poland and other eastern countries.

7. lecturers and lecture toplcs
finginser Ribonek International Situation
Fredrik Socialism - History of Communism
Tanka Orgonization of the Austrian

Carrmunist Party
Jiskoell ' People's Denocracles
Dr. Thillp Propaganda
Captain irkov (uniformed Soviet officer)} Soviet Union
Eilenberg and Frau Wiesinger How to Combat the l‘arshall Plan
Trau Masorky ‘ - Cominforn '
25X1A6a Toeschkov Action Committees

B Cornentis Frau Wiesinger is poscibly identical with HilcaWiesinger,
previously reported as comnected with the FOed. Our files show no previous
refarence to the other lecturers.)

Party members attending courge

Alpe, George = from Lustenau - textile worker.

Hervburger, Franz - from Bregenz -~ railroad offiece employes.
Tachurachentaler ~ from Klageafurt - section chief and businessman.
Tachirnich - from Linz = post office employse.

Feuchtinger - fron Graz - small shop owner.

Moree = from Bleilurg - occupation unknown.

Breinkepf - from Innshruck - occupation unknowm,

Uagner = from Salzburey - City Govermment employes.

Brandtner - from Saalfelden - guide and hotel waiter.
Jogerer - from Feldlkirchen - wood merchant.

Krautkopf - from Timelkam - shoeomaker,

Zuckermann - from ‘aidhofen - occupation unlmown.
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Laitgorer - Cmflnden - innkesper and Party official.

' Faschler - from Atz - occupation unknown.

Porer - from Klapenfurt - oc,mpat.ion unknown,.
Pschernstz - from Klagenfurt - occuration unknown.
Zorer or Zohrsr, fron St. Veit - occupation unknowa.

Cor ¢ It is noted that most of these students are from the western
zonas of Austria,)

Viénna CP__Party  School

A report from a third source, dated 7 November 1948, states that, at the

last neeting of the Corrunist Party Diatrict Headquartera Committee for

Vienna VII, the following new decisions of the CP Central Committee were
announced. In future, the choice of membors who mre to attend the Vienna
Party school will be made with particular care. So-ealled school funds will
be ereated in individual CP districts or sections, so as to afford impecunious
tut writhy Communists the opportunity to attend the sehool, A comprehensive
Marwist library is to bs established under the direction of a Commnist capable
of advising the students. These books will be rade available to students in
special reading rooms only.
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